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1 - General BusinessAgenda
⮚Introduction
⮚Regatta Objectives
⮚Class Resources
⮚Helmsman Qualifications
⮚Boat Measurement
⮚Crew Measurement 
⮚Boat Set-up
⮚Mandatory Equipment and Accessories
⮚On Course Rules
⮚Open Discussions



1 - General BusinessRegatta Objectives
⮚Set local fleet expectations early 
⮚How orthodox shall we get?
✔Judge boats on water
✔Competitor protests

⮚Super strict boat measurements and 
weigh-ins

⮚Open or Closed event
✔Championships must be “Closed”

⮚Transom Stickers/Class Membership
✔Driver is the member, not the boat

⮚Measure Sails



1 - General BusinessClass Resources

⮚Executive Board - 2025
✔President – Hugh McGugan 
✔Vice President – Brian Gibbs
✔Treasurer – Kevin Hayes
✔Secretary – David Doyle

Class Manager:  Christopher Howell



1 - General Business

Class Resources
WWW.J80.ORG

http://www.j80.org/


1 - General BusinessClass Rules



1 - General BusinessOwner Declaration



1 - General BusinessHelmsman Qualifications 



1 - General BusinessHelmsman Qualifications 
⮚Valid Group 1 ISAF Sailor classification –
https://members.sailing.org/tools/documents/ClassificationFAQsFebruary2012English-
[12062].pdf

Competitor Classifications 
22.2 The classifications of competitors are to be determined as follows:

22.2.1 Group 1 
(a) A competitor who takes part in racing only as a pastime is a Group 1 competitor, 

unless within the qualification period he/she has undertaken one of the activities 
listed in Regulation 22.2.2 and is a Group 3 competitor.

(b) However: 
(i) a competitor who is under 18 years of age is a Group 1 competitor; and 
(ii) a competitor who is over 18 years of age, but under 24 years of age, is a Group 1 

competitor provided that he/she has not engaged in any of the activities listed in 
Regulation 22.2.2 for more than 100 days (for the avoidance of doubt this is 
calculated on the total period of paid work) in the qualification period (excluding 
any activities undertaken before his/her 18th birthday)

https://members.sailing.org/tools/documents/ClassificationFAQsFebruary2012English-%5b12062%5d.pdf
https://members.sailing.org/tools/documents/ClassificationFAQsFebruary2012English-%5b12062%5d.pdf
https://members.sailing.org/tools/documents/ClassificationFAQsFebruary2012English-%5b12062%5d.pdf


1 - General BusinessCrew Weight – 350kg 

⮚Only once at the beginning of the event



1 - General BusinessClass Rule Changes – June 2017
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Boat Measurement  -
J/80 Spec Sheet
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Boat Measurement  -
J/80 Spec Sheet



1 - General Business

Boat Measurement  -
J/80 Spec Sheet
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Boat Measurement  -
J/80 Spec Sheet



1 - General Business

Boat Measurement  -
J/80 Spec Sheet



1 - General BusinessBoat Measurement 



1 - General BusinessMandatory Equipment
(a) Mandatory:
(i) One anchor and chain exceeding 6.0kg with 40m of polyamide
rode with minimum diameter of 8mm

(ii) One manual bilge pump
(iii) One compass, applicable charts, and either (a) speed and depth 
measuring devices or
(b) operational GPS.
(iv) Permanently mounted operable navigation lights, a 12 volt battery (2kg 
min, 25kg max)
(v) One horseshoe type throwable life ring.
(vi) Marine first aid kit and manual.
(vii) One operational VHF radio.
(viii) One bucket of not less than 9 liter capacity.
(ix) Personal flotation vests shall be carried for each crewmember on board. 
The vests shall comply with any applicable MNA regulations.
(x) The boat shall comply with any special requirements of the MNA under 
which racing is being held or those set by the club or local marine authority.



1 - General BusinessBoat Measurement 
⮚Total Boat Weight
✔1495kg minimum



1 - General BusinessOptional Equipment
(b) Optional:
(i) Windex, fathometer, knot/log, and compasses of any type.
(ii) Removal of optional berth cushions.
(iii) Foredeck lifeline netting or rollers and other anti-chafing gear on hull, rig or sails.
(iv) Installed genoa tracks for use in handicap racing only or as outlined in C.8.5 (a)(ii).
(v) The location of not more than four nor less than two winches, shall be restricted to 
standard cockpit primary and optional cabin-top secondary locations. The primary winches shall not exceed 
power/size of Harken 32.2A. The optional cabin-top winches shall not exceed power/size of Harken 16A.
(vi) Solid boom vang.
(vii) Storage bags of any size, number and location for the purpose of storing lines, spinnaker and other 
portable equipment.
(viii) Substitution of blocks, cleats, turnbuckles and boom vang by non-standard manufacturers, provided 
that the replacement part is of similar size, weight, power ratio and performs the same function.
(ix) Lashing, tape, and other preventative materials applied to the rigging, furler, and other fittings in order 
prevent the snagging of sails and sheets.

C.5.3 NOT FOR USE
(a) Mandatory:
(i) The engine minimum weight shall not be less than 12.5kg (empty of fuel). When not
in use, engine and any removable outboard bracket shall be stowed aft of forward wall of cockpit.
(b) Optional:
(i) Wind Instruments
(ii) Installed Genoa Tracks



1 - General BusinessBoat Measurement 
⮚Total Boat Weight
✔1495kg minimum

Note:  Enhance boat prior to weigh in



1 - General BusinessBoat Measurement 



1 - General BusinessBoat Measurement 

⮚Total Boat Weight
✔1495kg



1 - General BusinessBoat Measurement 

⮚More Measurements 
✔Sails
✔Rudder
✔Keel
✔Trailing Edge



1 - General BusinessBoat Measurement 



1 - General BusinessBoat Measurement 



1 - General BusinessBoat Measurement 



1 - General BusinessBoat Set-Up

⮚Make sure navigation lights work
⮚Upgrade boat before weigh in
⮚Measure Lifeline deflection/       

stanchion height (450mm)



1 - General BusinessBoat Set-Up 
⮚Lifeline Deflection – 50 Newton's Force – 50mm

✔ Stanchion height min 450mm 



1 - General BusinessBoat Set-Up 
⮚Lance Cleat 

NOT          
LEGAL !



1 - General BusinessBoat Set-Up 
⮚Inverted CAM Cleat 

NOT          
LEGAL !



1 - General Business

⮚Spin CAM Cleat
✔Both allowed: cabin 

top and mast together

LEGAL !

Boat Set-Up 



1 - General BusinessBoat Set-Up 
⮚Backstay Flicker 

LEGAL !



1 - General BusinessBoat Set-Up 

NOT          
LEGAL !

⮚Jib Halyard Deck Block 



1 - General BusinessBoat Set-Up 

NOT          
LEGAL !

⮚Block for backstay bungie return 



1 - General BusinessBoat Set-Up 
⮚Self Tailing Winches
✔Note:  Any manufacturer and size but no 

larger than the equivalent of a Harken 32:2

LEGAL !



1 - General BusinessBoat Set-Up 

⮚Turnbuckles

NOT          
LEGAL !



1 - General BusinessBoat Set-Up 

⮚Carbon Fiber Tiller

NOT          
LEGAL !



1 - General BusinessBoat Set-Up 

⮚Sailing without floor boards and 
companionway stairs

NOT          
LEGAL !



1 - General BusinessBoat Set-Up 
⮚Boat Advertisements

LEGAL !



1 - General BusinessOn the Course Rules 

⮚The Usual Stuff….
⮚Judges on the water with whistles?
⮚Must obtain Race Committee 

permission to haul out boat during event
⮚Kite Hoist and Bow Sprit –
✔Rule C.8.3.(b)

⮚Other Common infringements (Rule 42)



1 - General BusinessSprit Rule Breaches



1 - General BusinessSprit Rule Breaches



1 - General BusinessSprit Rule Breaches



1 - General BusinessSprit Rule Breaches



1 - General BusinessCommon Rule Breaches

⮚One turn exoneration for pole/hoist 
infraction



1 - General BusinessCommon Rule Breaches



1 - General BusinessClass Rules



1 - General BusinessSome Tips
⮚ Crew weight at limit
⮚ Avoid adding corrector weights by adding deck-top 

winches, hard vang, etc.
⮚ Minimize extra weight on boat
⮚ Fine tune main sheet 12:1 max
⮚ Set rig for forestay and mast for regatta; adjust tensions 

accordingly
⮚ Cross-sheeting esp in big breeze
⮚ Optimize bow sprit dynamics/kite set–max extent
⮚ Anti-chafe material around rig to spare kite
⮚ Optimize new sail purchase – one suite per year
⮚ Live and die by perfect kite work!

J/80 NA Class site:     https://www.j80na.com/
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Thank You!

Ramzi K. Bannura 
J/80 North America

rbannura@yahoo.com
443.871-6486

mailto:rbannura@yahoo.com
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